©HUN-REN CSFK Geographical Institute, www.nationalatlas.hu, Budapest, 2024

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

ACC
AdP
AFOR
ALG
ASEF
ASEM
BCE
BKK
BTK

BVOP

BVSC
CE
CEC
CEFTA
CELAC

cf.
COCOM

Allied Control Commission

Pacific Alliance (Alianza del Pacifico)

Albania Force (NATO, Albania, 1999)

Act on Local Governments

Asia-Europe Foundation

Asia-Europe Meeting

Before the common (or current) era

Centre for Budapest Transport (Budapesti Kozlekedési Kézpont)
Research Centre for the Humanities
(Bolcsészettudomanyi Kutatokdzpont)

National Command for Prisons

(Biintetés-végrehajtas Orszagos Parancsnoksaga)
Budapesti Vasutas Sport Club

Common (or current) era

Central European Initiative

Central European Free Trade Association

Community of Latin American and Caribbean States
(Comunidad de Estados Latinoamericanos y Caribefios)
confer (compare)

Coordinating Committee for Multilateral Export Controls

COMECOM Council for Mutual Economic Assistance

Covid
CPLP

CSFK

DAT
DDM
DITAB
DTA
EC
EFTA
e.g.
EGTC
ELTE
EOTR
EU
EUFOR
EUMMG
Eurostat
FDI
Fidesz

FM
FTC
GATT
GDP
GIS
HDF
HPA
HRAF
HSWP

HUN-REN
IBRD

ICA
ICPDR

ie.

IFOR

IMF
INSPIRE
ISAF

ISRBC
IUGG
KDNP

Coronavirus disease

Community of Portuguese Language Countries

(Comunidade dos Paises de Lingua Portuguesa)

Research Centre for Astronomy and Earth Sciences

(Csillagaszati és Foldtudomanyi Kutatokézpont)

Digital survey base map

Digital relief model

Digital topographic map database

Digital topographic map database

European Communities

European Free Trade Association

exempli gratia (for example)

European groupings for territorial cooperation

E6tvos Lorand University (Eotvos Lorand Tudomanyegyetem)
Uniform National Map System (Egységes Orszagos Térképrendszer)
European Union

EU Force Bosnia and Herzegovina (2004 -)

EU Minotoring Mission in Georgia (2008-)

European Statistical Office

Foreign direct investment

Alliance of Young Democrats (Fidesz—Hungarian Civic Party,
Fidesz-Hungarian Civic Alliance) (Fiatal Demokratak Szovetsége)
(Fidesz—Magyar Polgari Part, Fidesz—Magyar Polgari Szovetség)
Ministry of Agriculture

Ferencvarosi Torna Club

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

Gross domestic product

Geographic Information System

Hungarian Defence Forces (Magyar Honvédség)

Hungarian People’s Army (Magyar Néphadsereg)

Human Relations Area Files

Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party

(Magyar Szocialista Munkaspart, MSZMP)

Hungarian Research Network (Magyar Kutatasi Haldzat)
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
International Cartographic Association

International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River
id est (that is)

Implementation Force (NATO, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 1995-1996)
International Monetary Fund

Infrastructure for spatial information in Europe

International Security Assistance Force

(NATO, Afghanistan, 2001-2014)

International Sava River Basin Commission

International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics

Christian Democratic Peoples Party (Kereszténydemokrata Néppart)

KFOR
KMKSZ

KRTK

KSH
LAU
LEADER
MAC
MAFI

MDF

MDP
MGIMO
MINURSO
MINUSCA

MKH
MNA
MNB
MOL

MOM
MSZ
MSZp
MTA
MTK
NASA
NATO
NGO
NTA

NTM-A
NUTS
OKF

ORFK
0SC

OSZK
OTAB

PHARE
PKI
RMDSZ

RSM
SEGIB

SFOR
SZDSZ
TEK
TOP

UK
UNAVEM
UNESCO
UNICEF
UNIFIL
UNIKOM
UNMIK
UNOMIG
UTE
UTM

V4

WGS
WTO
WTO

Kosovo Force (NATO, Kosovo, 1999-)

Cultural Alliance of Hungarians in Zakarpattia

(Karpataljai Magyar Kulturélis Szovetség)

Centre for Economic and Regional Studies

(Kozgazdasag- és Regionalis Tudomanyi Kutatokézpont)
Hungarian Central Statistical Office (Kozponti Statisztikai Hivatal)
Local administrative units

Liaison Entre Actions pour le Development de 'Economie Rurale
Hungarian Athletic Club (Magyar Athlétikai Club)

Hungarian State Institute of Geology

(Magyar Allami Féldtani Intézet)

Hungarian Democratic Forum (Magyar Demokrata Férum)
Hungarian Working People's Party (Magyar Dolgozok Partja)
Moscow State Institute of International Relations

UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (1991-)
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central
African Republic (UN, 2014-)

Hungarian Research Network (Magyar Kutatdsi Halézat)
National Atlas of Hungary (Magyarorszag Nemzeti Atlasza)
Hungarian National Bank (Magyar Nemzeti Bank)

Hungarian Oil and Gas Public Limited Company

(Magyar Olaj- és Gazipari Nyrt.)

Hungarian Optical Works (Magyar Optikai Mtvek)

Hungarian Technical Standard (magyar nemzeti szabvanyok)
Hungarian Socialist Party (Magyar Szocialista Part)

Hungarian Academy of Sciences (Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia)
Magyar Testgyakorlok Kére (MTK Budapest FC)

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Non-governmental organization

National Geoinformatic Base Map

(Nemzeti Térinformatikai Alaptérkép)

NATO Training Mission-Afghanistan (2009-2014)
Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics

National Directorate General for Disaster Management
(Orszagos Katasztrofavédelmi Foéigazgatosag)

National Police Headquarters (Orszagos Rendér-fékapitanysag)
Orvosegyetem Sport Club

National Széchényi Library (Orszagos Széchényi Konyvtar)
National topographic base map series

(Orszagos Térinformatikai Alapadatbazis)

Poland and Hungary: Assistance for Restructuring their Economies
Postal Experimental Institute (Posta Kisérleti Intézet)
Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania

(Romaniai Magyar Demokrata Szovetség)

Resolute Support Mission (NATO, Afghanistan, 2015-2021)
Ibero-American General Secretariat

(Secretaria General Iberoamericana)

Stabilisation Force (NATO, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 1996-1998)
Alliance of Free Democrats (Szabad Demokratak Szovetsége)
Counter-Terrorism Centre (Terrorelhdritasi Kézpont)

Territorial and Settlement Development Operational Programme
(Tertilet- és Teleptilésfejlesztés Operativ Program)

United Kingdom

United Nations Angola Verification Mission (1988-1997)

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund

United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (1978-)

United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (1991-2003)
United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (1999-)
United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia (1993-2009)
Ujpesti Tornaegylet

Universal Transverse Mercator

Visegrad Group (Czechia, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia)

World Geodetic System

World Trade Organization

Kereskedelmi Vilagszervezet (World Trade Organization)

CONTENTS

FOREWORDS
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 8
PREFACE 11

I. HUNGARY AT A GLANCE
(ed. KAROLY KOCsIS)

II. KNOWLEDGE AND STUDY OF THE CARPATHIAN BASIN
UNTIL 1945 16
(ed. ArTILA HEVESI, KAROLY KOCSIS)

From the chronicles to the professors in Upper Hungary
Emergence of the various branches of geoscience in Hungary
The development of today’s Earth sciences

The Earth sciences in a politically divided Carpathian Basin
between 1920 and 1945

III. SURVEYING AND MAPPING
(ed. LAszL6 BuGA, ZsoLT GY6ZO TOROK)

History of mapping in Hungary
Modern surveying and mapping
Maps, databases, geoinformatics
IV. THE CARPATHIAN BASIN BEFORE

THE HUNGARIAN CONQUEST
(ed. GABRIELLA KULCSAR)

Prehistoric times
The Roman Era

The Migration Period

V. HISTORICAL ADMINISTRATIVE GEOGRAPHY

OF HUNGARY
(ed. ZoLTAN HAJDV)

The medieval Hungarian state (895-1526)
Tripartite Hungary (1526-1711)

Entirely in the Habsburg Empire (1711-1867)
The Dual Monarchy (1867-1918)

The Hungarian state between 1918 and 1944
Hungary in the period 1944-1989

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE GEOGRAPHY

OF CONTEMPORARY HUNGARY
(ed. ZoLTAN HAJDY)

The change of system in Hungary amid the collapse of the bipolar world

The new constitutional framework

The territorial aspects of the law on local governments of 1990

The development of decentralized bodies of public administration until 2010

Regional planning and development in the run-up to European Union
membership

The impact of European Union membership on the institutional development
of public administration and regional development

Functional and spatial processes of the microregional local government
associations

The constitutional and public administrative system after 2011

The new law on local governments

Rebirth of the districts, new responsibilities, a new territorial division

The development of decentralized bodies of public administration since 2010
The courts and the prosecution service

Hungarian Defence Forces

Police service

Prison service

Fire service and disaster prevention

Administrative divisions in the Carpathian Basin today

VII. HUNGARY AND THE HUNGARIANS

(ed. KArROLY KoCSIS)

Hungarians in the Carpathian Basin
Hungarians around the globe
VIII. THE REGIONAL STRUCTURE OF HUNGARIAN

TRADITIONAL FOLK CULTURE
(ed. BALAZS BORSOS)

Factors influencing the regional structure of culture
Regions of Hungarian folk culture
IX. THE SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION

OF HUNGARIAN DIALECTS
(ed. DEZSO JuHASZ)

From the history of Hungarian dialectology
Hungarian dialect regions and groups
Language- and dialect islands

Dialect features

X. THE SPATIALITY OF SOCIAL-POLITICAL ACTIVITY 110

X. 1. ELECTORAL GEOGRAPHY 110
(ed. ZoLTAN KOVACS)

Parliamentary elections before World War I
Parliamentary elections between 1920 and 1939
Parliamentary elections between 1945 and 1949
Parliamentary elections between 1949 and 1989
Parliamentary elections since 1989

Other elections

©HUN-REN CSFK Geographical Institute, www.nationalatlas.hu, Budapest, 2024



©HUN-REN CSFK Geographical Institute, www.nationalatlas.hu, Budapest, 2024

X. 2. CIVIL SOCIETY
(ed. VIKTOR PAL)

The meaning and significance of civil society
Civil society around the world
Civil society in Hungary and the civil society organizations

Hungarian civil society organizations abroad in the Carpathian Basin

XI. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

XI. 1. DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
(ed. IVAN BABA)

The history of diplomatic relations of the Hungarian state
Diplomatic relations of Hungary after 1990

XI. 2. FOREIGN ECONOMIC RELATIONS
(ed. PETER HALMAI, LASZLO VARKONYI)

The past of foreign economic relations
Trade Policy after 1990

Developments in Hungary’s external economy after 1990

10

126

134

134

156

XII. THE GEOGRAPHY OF HUNGARIAN TALENT

(ed. FERENC GYORI, SZABOLCS MATYAS)

About the geography of talent
Talented people and their spatial distribution
Hungarian talent around the world

Hungarian inventions

AUTHORS, BIBLIOGRAPHY AND SOURCES

LIST OF FIGURES AND TABLES

LIST OF PICTURES

LIST OF ENGLISH AND FOREIGN PLACE NAMES

182
195
197
199

PREFACE

he reader is holding the English version of the

State and Nation volume of the National Atlas
of Hungary (MNA). A national atlas is the given coun-
try’s ‘identity card, one of its most significant national
symbols in addition to its flag, coat of arms and na-
tional anthem. Similarly to the previous undertakings,
the present volume is the outcome of wide-ranging
professional collaboration: 18 editors, 53 authors, 64
map authors, and several dozen cartographers, pro-
fessional and language proofreaders, translators have
made their valuable contributions to it. Reflecting the
special significance of the Atlas, the staft of the pub-
lishing institution, who carry out their work as a public
task, have made selfless efforts in recent years. While
the flagship strategic partner, the Hungarian Central
Statistical Office, has provided the vast majority of
the national and international databases, important
contributions have also been made by the staff of
universities (e.g. University of Szeged, E6tvos Lorand
University, University of Miskolc, Ludovika Univer-
sity of Public Service, Babes-Bolyai University, Uni-
versity of Pécs) and other supporting bodies and in-
stitutions (e.g. HUN-REN BTK, HUN-REN CSFK,
HUN-REN KRTK).

Prior to a more detailed introduction to the third
volume of the symbol of the Hungarian state and na-
tion as embodied in maps, it is my great pleasure to
guide the esteemed reader along the virtual interna-
tional and local path that has led to this publication
and its digital version.

A national atlas is usually a series of maps comple-
mented with textual explanations and various illustra-
tions, which show the given state’s natural, economic
and social features through logically and proportion-
ally constructed maps using a well-defined scale and
fairly uniform cartographic iconography. It is intended
for the country’s inhabitants as well as for interested
foreigners. The national atlases issued so far all share
the principal feature that they refer to the given state’s
territory. They introduce a country’s natural, social
and economic structure and its spatio-temporal data
with an almost encyclopaedic scope, in a complex and
structured form, applying a logical sequence of maps.
The main expectations concerning national atlases are
that they should serve the representation of the state and
the nation, public policy planning and decision-making,
scientific research, as well as public and higher education,
and that, due to their user-friendliness, they should
also meet the requirements of the wider educated public.

In our days, most countries in the world have na-
tional atlases as far-reaching national symbols. Such
atlases first appeared during struggles for national
independence or in their aftermath, and they are usu-
ally updated every two or three decades. The first na-
tional atlas was published in 1899 by Finland, a coun-
try that was seeking to escape Russian control. Up to
the mid-20th century, most atlases were issued in a
single volume; although their size varied considerably,
their methodology was mostly unsystematic, and in
content they tended to concentrate on geography. After
WWII, several developed countries launched their first
(or revised) national atlas project, which already aimed
at regional development and planning.

The 1980s saw the beginning of a new era in the his-
tory of national atlases, which is primarily due to rea-
sons of marketing. The increasingly sophisticated na-
tional atlases were now intended for the educated

public and actors of public and higher education. As a
sign of targeting wider audiences, in order to be more
comprehensible, more popular and more marketable,
atlases started to include more explanatory texts, pho-
tographs, and various visual elements at the expense
of maps. At the same time, maps were simplified, and
themes shifted towards areas more relevant for soci-
ety and users in general. Still based on scientific re-
search, since the late 1980s the more market-oriented,
more mass-consumable atlases have been issued elec-
tronically as well as in hard copy. The birth and rapid
spread of personal computers revolutionized cartog-
raphy, including atlas cartography, all over the world.
Thanks to the changes in production and information
technologies, modern atlases issued since the 1990s
have been able to meet all the various functions em-
phasized during the past century in atlas making. The
first electronic development was the appearance of
CD-ROM versions accompanying conventional print
atlases. Subsequently, the first internet and web-based
national atlas was marketed in Canada.

In the case of national atlases published over the
past two decades, traditional print atlases have lost
ground to their electronic versions, which contain an
almost unlimited number of multimedia elements
(e.g. photos, videos, animation, and World Wide Web
hyperlinks). However, paper-based atlases that ‘we can
still use at times of blackouts; a copy of which is in the
hands of the reader, have not disappeared as outstand-
ing period documents of the given state’s geographic
environment. Instead, they have been completely re-
vived, becoming more interesting and more fascinat-
ing in consequence of their competition with electronic
mass communication. Meanwhile, electronic atlases
have become primary sources and tools of obtaining
and analysing regional information. The easy access to
and up-to-the minute nature of web-based atlases on
the internet make them attractive because of their
practically unlimited capacity to store data and maps.

Hungarian geography and cartography have always
played a decisive role in developing our knowledge of
the nation and the homeland, in building the image of
Hungarians and their country. Following World War
I, geographic and cartographic pieces were produced
mainly in French, English and German, with maps
and atlases among them, reflecting the impact of the
Trianon Dictate and justifying the demand for a full
or partial restoration of the country’s former territo-
rial unity.

In 1945, the Atlas of Central Europe was compiled
by the Institute of Political Sciences, the organizational
predecessor to today’s Geographical Institute, Research
Centre for Astronomy and Earth Sciences. Issued in
both Hungarian and English, it already met all the
requirements for national atlases. However, rather than
focusing on the territory of one state (Hungary), it cov-
ered the Carpathian Basin and the broader region (12
countries).

Following the fundamental political, social and
economic changes of 1948, the year 1967 saw the first
edition of the National Atlas of Hungary, which was to
propagate the new socialist Hungary. Based on the
recommendations of the International Geographical
Union’s (IGU) Commission on National Atlases, work
on the map collection was launched in 1959. The atlas,
whose birth was assisted by the scientific contributions
of MTA (especially its Geographical Committee) and
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the cartographic projects of the Cartographia Ltd. Com-
pany, intended to facilitate ‘economic management and
planning’ as well as to offer general information about
the country. Again funded by the Government, in 1983
MTA in cooperation with the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Food decided on a revised edition of the Na-
tional Atlas. Coordinated by the Geographical Research
Institute of MTA and with the contribution of 87 (main-
ly) state-run institutions and organizations, as well as
183 authors, the second edition of the National Atlas was
issued in 1989, shortly before the democratic regime
change. In order to be more open to the outside world,
the atlas, which was still published as one volume but
had grown four-fold in size compared to its earlier ver-
sion, was now bilingual (English and Hungarian).

The country’s fundamental post-1989 social and eco-
nomic transformation compelled the Geographical
Research Institute to continue, in 1994-1995, the pub-
lication of the National Atlas in the form of a supple-
mentary map lift-out series, thereby providing the pub-
lic with accurate and updated information. The Na-
tional Atlas managed to catch up with international
trends. Thus, it broke with the tradition of producing
one huge uniform volume; it changed its orientation
by turning to the general educated public and opening
its vista to education; it selected problem-centred issues
of interest to a wide range of the population; and for
working with maps and geographic information, it
switched to digital technology (ArcGIS).

In preparation for a further edition of the National
Atlas, in 2009 our legal predecessor, the MTA Geograph-
ical Research Institute issued its relatively small-sized
information atlas called Hungary in Maps in English,
and subsequently in 2011 in Hungarian (Magyarorszdg
térképekben). With the help of numerous maps, this
publication intended to give a quick overview of the
Hungary of the 2000s and of the Carpathian Basin.

Nearly a quarter of a century following its second
edition, in 2013 preparations for the new (conventional)
edition of the Atlas of Hungary were started — again un-
der the coordination of the Geographical Institute of
the MTA Research Centre for Astronomy and Earth Sci-
ences (CSFK).

It is a unique novelty of our aims that the new edi-
tion of the National Atlas of Hungary wishes to present
the dynamic spatial structure of nature, society and
the economy not merely for Hungary, but wherever the
required data are available, for the entire Carpathian
Basin and its neighbourhood (the Carpatho-Panno-
nian Area), thus covering a territory of some half a
million km* and 34 thousand settlements in twelve
countries. It is to be noted that in the National Atlas,
we strictly distinguish the terms ‘Pannonian Basin’ and

State and Nation — Preface | 11
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