HUNGARY AT A GLANCE

Karoly Kocsis

Location: Hungary is located in the Carpathian Ba-
sin, in the southeastern part of Central Europe be-
tween 16°05” and 22°58’ of eastern longitude, and
45°48’ and 48°35’ of northern latitude, almost equi-
distant between the equator and the North Pole. Hun-
gary is a landlocked country. From Budapest the near-
est seaport is Rijeka on the Adriatic Sea (420 km by
air). Due to its central location the country’s territo-
ry is a genuine arena of oceanic, continental and
Mediterranean air masses.

Territory: The Hungarian state territory (93,024 sq. km)
spans 528 km from the west to the east, and 268 km
from the north to the south. Geographical extremes
are the village of Garbolc in the east, where the sun
rises 27 minutes earlier than over Fels6sz6Inok in the
west; the Nagy-Milic mountain peak in the north
and parts of the village territory of Beremend in the
south. As regards the territory of the country, Hun-
gary with its 108th position ranks in the middle of
the countries of the world, and its size is compara-
ble to that of South Korea and Portugal.

Borders: The present borders of the Hungarian state
arose in the aftermath of the collapse of the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy, when the dictated Peace of Tri-
anon (Versailles, 4 June 1920) cut the territory of his-
torical Hungary into pieces. The total length of the

Hungarian national borders amounts to 2,246 km,
shared by the following countries: Slovakia - 679,
Ukraine - 137, Romania - 453, Serbia — 164, Croatia
- 355, Slovenia - 102 and Austria - 356.

Administrative divisions: In 1950 Hungary’s terri-
tory was subdivided into 19 counties (‘megye’ in Hun-
garian) and the capital (Budapest). Since 2018 these
have been grouped together into 8 regions for statis-
tical and development purposes [El. The counties and
the capital are subdivided into districts: 174 (‘jaras’)
in the counties and 23 (‘kertilet’) in Budapest. Among
the local municipalities (3,154) there are 345 urban
settlements, out of which 23 are called ‘towns with
county rights’ (‘megyei jogt varos’). The system of
Hungarian counties, as substantial administrative
units of the country, has a history going back nearly
a thousand years. Following the partitioning of the
country in 1920 the number of counties steadily de-
creased (1918: 71, 1930: 25, 1950: 19).

Population: The country had 9,730,000 inhabitants
on 1 January 2021, giving a population density of
104.6 people/sq. km. This number of inhabitants
(which is comparable to that of Portugal, Azerbaijan,
Sweden and Belarus) places Hungary as an average
country (94th position in the international ranking
of countries).

Settlements: The most populous city is Budapest
(1.724 million inhabitants on 1 January 2021), fol-
lowed by these towns (thousand people): Debrecen
(201), Szeged (159), Miskolc (151), Pécs (140), Gyor
(133), Nyiregyhaza (116) and Kecskemét (110). There
are 38 medium-sized towns (25,000-100,000 inhab.)
and 97 small towns (10,000-25,000 inhab.). The num-
ber of settlements with less than 1,000 people is 1,813.

Natural environment: Hungary today is predomi-
nantly a lowland country, since 82.4% of the territory
lies at an elevation of less than 200 metres above the
mean sea level, and only 0.6% of the territory rises
over 500 metres ). The highest point of the coun-
try (Mt. Kékes) is 1,014 metres; the lowest point (in
Gyalarét, near Szeged) is at 78 metres a.s.l. The coun-
try lies in the drainage area of the Danube. The long-
est river reaches in its territory are as follows: Tisza
(597 km), Danube (417 km), Raba (188 km) and
Zagyva (179 km). The largest lakes of Hungary (in
sq. km) are Lake Balaton (596), Lake Fert6/Neusiedl
(87, total area: 335) and Lake Velence (26).

Land use: 79.7% of the territory of Hungary is pro-
ductive land (including arable 46.6%, forest 20.8%,
grassland 8.4%). One-fifth of the territory is land
taken out of cultivation (e.g. residential buildings,
industrial areas, transport surfaces or barren lands).

EJ ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION \

3

{

O

=2

. BRATISLAVA
O

/4

9§
'
(P 4

q oVasva

8 §ALG(>ABJW ‘
o !, 3¢
Szécsény M o

©
Batonyterenye

(o O
Pasztof "
NP

.,Os
o g'

% Kee
~
K
\ Satu Mare
Szatmamémeti
= »’

B
47

£
| NS

OVirovitica
(/‘
/ .

4.: 2,000,000
0 25

» DUN

2

Y

Administrative status

\ S BUDAPEST Cepial
GYOR Regional centre
EGER County seat
Esztergom District seat

ERD Town with county rights

Boundary of region

Boundary of county

Boundary of district

/ Population number of
cities and towns
(1 January 2021)

1,724,000
200,000 — 250,000
150,000 - 199,999

Regions
P Budapest
Pest County

[}
Osijek

. Central Transdanubia 100,000 — 149,999

50,000 - 99,999
25,000 - 49,999
10,000 - 24,999
Will. - Northern Alféld 5,000- 9,999

Wi, Southern Alfold ° Under 5,000
The names of the districts are the same as their seats, except the Hegyhdit District, which is seated in Sdsd.

e
®
®

,,  Western Transdanubia

k V.
o "
V. Southern Transdanubia ®
4 /imi§oara
Wl Northern Hungary ®
(o]

Society — Hungary at a glance | 13

-
~N
o
~N
iy
[}
7]
(ol
©
o
3
m
=
<
N
0n
©
=
.
=
[J]
N
IS
[J]
c
2
2
2
~
Lo
n
@]
o
g
3
2
S
%2}
=
©
U
ey
a
©
©
o)
o
[J]
(U]
©



° ° o o ] g 26° 277
152 16° A7e 18° 19° 20 21 22 23 24 25 » :
IAERNREES ENERTTEE 5] > 3 W - Rt 2 y Landscapes Settlements (number ,«j)f inhabitants) Relief (m)
2 7 g — I B o 7 ! B O - Rzesz0\ Jarostaw 4 N o 2 o e ~ y
C A AT ‘ . G s : : ; ebica - sl - e , Bikk  Mountainshils 9\ VIENNA Over 1,000,000 2200
\ 1 S = j - o - g > WIEN i
. ; D 0 s - 7 - = T i ) x
; - . { : > A BT 7 2 3 7 e S T i B ansdg ::I-altn .basu; ® %ralfow 500,000 =1, 1,800
= { z % -4 72 g 1 2 KA : 2, istog = 7 O = 4 istoric an rakow
= b & Ce7 1 7/ Ostray, i 2 AR e D A g £ Jds25d9 ehnographic region - , 11
: 5 L Jitavyd N % s Havifoy =\ ; \ 9 @ Clu-Napoca — 250,000= 500,000 1000
- tstal . ey 5 ) 7 Mostyska \ N A\GerachovPeak & pagy Kolozsvar g 5
Z A s : S v A i "o < Ffu}’dekqaﬁste o X a etskyi Pass © Oradea 100,000~ 250,000 800
@ A iy 2 = i e\ » 841 Nagyvarad
: = o ‘ o Subotica 50,000~ 100,000 a0
/ N\ < nsport X Szabadka == 400
= ' 8 o Odorheiu Secuiesc 25,000 = 50,000 -
via g B v Main railway Székelyudvarhely e 300
= i —— N : Berehove e
sek av. > Berezhany = nglhway, gxpressway ® B:regsz‘/ész 1,000 Zmﬁ\ 200
N = e S GRADEY A~ 100
| /e : - AP T L A \ International airport BEOGRAD \O\/
75 : :f%?;lme : A AV Kroméiz 7 o : S r port o Debrecen g ng’e administrative
: ) (et febi¢ ; = ®
o SJindichiy Hradeo Trebic ; o o d : ; = - »
fid s o2 0 : . x Hal 1 ; \ X 3 o
ks < € \
lush~ - ‘ ( = N
Pohorelice s \ % a
& -Frankivsy ' ' y
Znojmo ’ lvano-Fran! B N 4
R ) , {
) 24 {
E ) - N 3 7
» > Kamiagets'-Podils - A w odnistrovs'k
¥ . &) \ P - - e r J \
Kosices 5 Z) < - R o A
AN Bg 5
loldava n : - Y
Spepsi e }a(olomyla (\3 ) < 3
% S et
( oVelkb Kl Sniatyn =
e Nag K% 3 oA
7 h
) — & ' o
13 Tornal s AR > Tsia )
7 Tornalj Qr £0 g“’ ) B uKachevo ; Chernivisi® 2 ;
‘ imavska Sob : s 4 I < 4 o ” sl | L
e - Rithaszombat 4 4 -
-M ucenec ilakovg utnok - .\, @ © ots'
Galanta Lo ilek ( ckde w9 o w‘t? 4 B ot Storozhynets' MO 0
< "3% 3§ A 0 HKisvard Beregszasz g S ) 2 48°
2 oY ~Karancs § Szerencs L > £ ,
& Up A o £ Ll sérosnamént > 3 o) [
unaj 257 ;
Du ah ?fa b 2 - Py ?
V€ Z4 o 1 =) S & - < o
£ i i L : A 2 e - =
ks \ 8\ Nyiregyhaza'y Ateszalkao N m :
kﬂZ) y Olg"gﬁgov iszaUjvar % s Botosani
i Meder [2\ gofl oo / T X Haidinands ) _
7 agymegyer 4z il Pirkan g LSS S g — yirbator G v / it X 2 A e
e ’i}é - * \ % Gyongyds) ~ W 3&E/ Hajdu- j 1 it Gutai | 3 e
2 J anive T \b'_n‘.fd Vits. {izesabon y : )0sZ0rmen \» A 4 i CE: A
Tt Q“é ,f%e"mcse : A756 Szel 6 0 | & D b v ; 987y, 4 o N =t s i
g N o fal 3| é are i Lal, SMare 7 s 2 i
x By lsVars el Tiszafiired< < 55 | Nagykaroly {8 € Nagybanya / - Vs c
Tatabanya/s e Pilisvorosvar ) O s Jg uiKhifai . agybanya |
(3 I T = & 6dolle N\ o : s gy 3 ’
nnonhal lagy<Csakany - O N XS = S syyenrecen o A - 2% <
/ Oroszlény 46745 a6 of T e dszapati sz \\/ = ) Far ¢ TarquLay 45
e Bicske : Jaszbe) Tisza : 216 W - ‘ S 2 s
( R - AN ’ = < e ? . 7 NG ? K ‘
f 2 £ ) W4 s 3 Agykata = a [ G 7 ) 3 Tasn \ X WL i) : : Z ) g
Koris Hillk~ AN ©° (a] 5 ) f o 2 ~— ? i . cant u Frum
709 4 Mor oS kiszentmikION S o ¢ 0 spokladany Derecske eNerghita 5 1 R g Pass.— /- a0l I DA = ¢ a1 fash
4 1 b “pig - Karca > ~/Jibou A - gu Neamt f
K A Ziree £ e ; 2] a \ 225 ‘© E Y © e 7 750 = g v, % x
g %S § o i v A Q Z N . Bt ) Y 2> "" \Zilah s ; 4 |
& o Varpalotg 0 r > Dab < k Kistjszalla Beretty! Bred { Y|q|1'leu ‘ﬁ,' \ola e : S 47
7 4 i kesfehérva oRegkeye % Cegi / : o ‘ , 2R o R\ : 5 Z ; ke 57 et i
7 ke V) VesonelS rvar 2 g mikios ez ’ ‘ S\ !0 4 15 4 e s o ;
G ; e E & radea Alesdiss 7 : G XN = / ; 25 2 s el
A\_Feld Vasvar al 5’%& A 4 NagyK6ré e A & LNagyve & 2 2 - 5 2 S I XY 43 z ol Y2 = - _~——qPlalr Neamt
Vigag ] men < st 3 - - ‘ VB ED
7 o \ S”Te% atonfiired” r % G 0 Mez6ti A -
y Z / 7 o 2\E \ Z
; 2 4 ik it 0| . g‘ Dunadjv X ! \/‘T @ \ Sebes-Koros o D (
BSS 3 2 t oKecskemét| € e\
% 740 Zalasgersze ; o yomae 4
© Z Heviz ) ) T o " Dunaf; & =~ o 5 rvai, N 3 &
<) > 5y Y & > 1 O, u J
= N [% alonta
- @ Keszthaly o=~ a 9 SN Nagyszalorita )
s ) yod Y g % \ < iskunfélegyh e y
nti o =
s (\ s|° 2, i ¢ = Tsongra n ] ¢
Len W | \ an ~ iskéros /= NP S 2 '\ Gyula %
cal 7 ~ g 5 & Y
%) o 2 all N e g & &
Ptuj 9".'"02 0 % = < Vi : K fos| e
- koves) <, 9 : o f : ~ Kiskunmaj édmlgzo- 4 SIENCS - ¢
] 7 ‘ Kaposyg mbovs i Kiskunhalast, o N sariely a d Mezdkovacshaz Sl e R,
J = Varazding e - % & S & 2
=t 20 g o Sk o 0
52 &7 Jyl, o4 oIV 7 7 7% | \ \/\Q/\/\ & &
 Krapinag [ L v . 'aﬁm\ ) o Nagyatad &, \ o C J
- N7 sl M) iy v, 2 46°]
J g 643 o ¢ c
2 s ?} 57 M- . ures TMGT &
D , rizevci, 7 i o L
2 P Ve 14 / —_ % < 9 njigas) o -
SZ%n s Zigetv: & Z Magyarkan nnicol I C
AR 2 Cs 1
& I e & o S f/ L i
> o8 @JQ‘,@ B\ v roviti S paua & / e ocsani
3 Vo AN o ! » Backa Topol Ad ikindap D A
% ¥ 2 Velika Gori WA e g = R ' li Manes Rt \CHge Jinibolia g
i 8 g e @) o ) o
g A (&8 " « Jova. ~ Slatina bolya imisoar:
7 : ‘w.(fgiomelj & o A 2\ 77 ‘ Pat @ Bedej
X7 < - =) Gheea Buziage
Ku Novi Bdej i
Dri Kula 5 e Sarat
sijel Zac obran-
aSice  Vuka A Y Szenttamés N
o renj O E
kerek
b 7 Temerin = e =y 7 R
& akovo X Vukovar 3 <) Tamis n o &
7 inkovci Back nki 5 A Faurel g
L i D Ry _‘g
g ski Br E STl \ £ Titelo 45° és
orenilCor
3 eny AR , B o D , > 5
5 g 7 g i 2 <. Albunar PNTSAC B =) : a <
=] nja E 2 B | s - i e /! N
= i B W %) oS Oravita 2 i/ = 2
o) Derventa Lo Ruma Indi 4 e, s DVE < o =
o : > = C t i\ o i \’ .©
-+ J" &z n +J
= 2, Bdac Bifestioy { S
5 o ZRang z, & | e iceni GEJ
£ i t A c
< BELGRADE ¥ s
§ BEO u g
Ve
= —~aSmederevo \ A 0] N9
= o f aPozarevac ™ ! \E o ) Y
% % f i ot Q== L{
@] E X g
g 2 o < 5% 2
2 3 i Miadenovac |\ & a @
= 5 c
g y - Z G = h—
j— Lazare Smede! Plana \ \ : =
S Arandg c'\ % Felanie \ % =
= SR s 7 1 enita %
% = b Bk W 5 [y
b0 Vo 2 siotii de Vede /7 L il A : 44 Q
8 wlyis s 27° e
L(.g 20° East of Greenwich 21° 25 26 ©

Society — Hungary at a glance | 15
14 | Society — Hungary at a glance



© Geographical Institute, CSFK, www.nemzetiatlasz.hu, Budapest, 2021

National Atlas of Hungary (MNA)

www.nationalatlas.hu

Editorial board
Karoly Kocsis (President)
Istvan Klinghammer (Honorary president), Zsombor Nemerkényi (Secretary),
Gabor Gercsak, Aron Kincses, Zoltan Kovacs, Géza Toth, Laszlé Zentai

Cartographic Advisory Committee
Laszl6 Zentai (President)
Zsombor Bartos-Elekes, Zsolt Bottlik, LaszI6 Buga,
Istvan Elek, Matyas Gede, Gabor Gercsak, Janos Gyorffy,
Matyas Marton, Laszld Orosz, Zsolt Gy6zd Torok

MNA Society

Volume editors
Karoly Kocsis (Editor-in-chief), Zoltan Kovacs, Zsombor Nemerkényi, Gabor Gercsak, Aron Kincses, Géza Toth

Chapter editors
Péter Bajmocy, Lajos Balint, Pal Beluszky, Lajos Boros, tBalint Csatari, Zoltan Dovényi,
Karoly Kocsis, Zoltan Kovacs, Péter Ori, Viktor Pal, Laura Szabd, Judit Székely, Patrik Tatrai

Revised by
Ferenc Probald, Gabor Gercsak

English translation by
Richard William McIntosh

English translation revised by
Andrew Gane, Gabor Gercsak, Ferenc Probald

Cover design
Geographical Institute, RCAES, Ildiko Kuti — Civertan Bt.

Design and typography
lIdiko Kuti — Civertan Bt.

Printing
Pannénia Nyomda Kft. (Budapest)

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise,
without the prior written permission of the publishers and copyright holder.

Publisher: Laszlé Kiss (Director general)
Eotvos Lorand Research Network (ELKH), Research Centre for Astronomy and Earth Sciences (CSFK), www.csfk.org
© Geographical Institute, CSFK www.mtafki.hu, Budapest, 2021

The publication is supported by:
Government of Hungary

Ministry for Innovation and Technology (ITM)
Eotvos Lorand Research Network (ELKH)
Hungarian Academy of Sciences (MTA)

Closing date of editing: 1st May 2021

ISBN 978-963-9545-58-80
ISBN 978-963-9545-64-9

NATIONAL ATLAS OF HUNGARY

SOCIETY

Authors

PETER BAjMOCY
LAjos BALINT

PAL BELUSZKY
LAjos Boros
GABRIELLA BRANYICZKINE GECZY
TBALINT CSATARI
ZOLTAN DOVENYI
TamAs EGEDY
SzaBoLcs FABULA
TAMAS FARAGO
JENG ZsoLT FARKAS
DORrRA GABRIEL
TamAs GAL

AGNEs GULYAS
FERENC GYURIS
ZSOFIA ILCSIKNE MAKRA
FERENC JANKO
ARrRoN KINCSES
KAroLy Kocsis
ZoLTAN KovAcs
TamAs KOVALCSIK
LAszL6 KULCSAR
GABOR LADOS
ZSUZSANNA MAKAY
JubpIT MONOSTORI
Livia MURINKO
GABOR NAGY
GyuLA NAGY
CsiLLa OBADOVICS
PETER ORI

VIKTOR PAL

JANOs PENZES
GABOR PIRrI1sI
LAURA SzZABO
JuprT SZEKELY
PETER SZILASSI

PATRIK TATRAI

GrEzA TéTH

PAL PETER TOTH
ANDRAS TROCSANYI
ANNAMARIA UzzoLl

ANDRAS WEBER

Authors of maps and figures
NORBERT AGARDI

ERIKA BACSKAINE PRISTYAK
PETER BAjMOCY

LAjos BALINT

DANIEL BALIZS

ANDRAS BALOGH

OLGA BARANYAI
ZSOMBOR BARTOS-ELEKES
PAL BELUSZKY

JO6ZSEF BENEDEK

ZOLTAN BERTUS

+ANDRAS BOGNAR

Lajos Boros

ZSOLT BOTTLIK
GABRIELLA BRANYICZKINE GECZI
LAszLO BRAUN

TaMAs CsAaPo

+BALINT CSATARI

ISTVAN CSERNICSKO
GABOR DEMETER

GyuLA DEzst

ZOLTAN DOVENYI

TamAs EGEDY

TiBOR ELEKES

GYORGY FARKAS

JENG ZsoLT FARKAS
SANDOR FRISNYAK

TamAs GAL

AGNESs GULYAS

ROBERT GYORI

FERENC GYURIS

TuLia HARANGUS
VIKTOR HEGEDUS
IsTVvAN HORVATH
ZSOFIA ILCSIKNE MAKRA
FERENC JANKO

ERZSEBET JASz

LAURA KARDOS

ARroN KINCSES

TamAs Kiss

KAroLy Kocsis

SANDOR KOKAT

ZoLTAN KovAcs

BALAZS KOVALCSIK
TamAs KOvALCSIK
+ANDRAS KUBINYI
J6zsEr KUCSAN

GABOR LADOS

ISTVAN MATE LENGYEL
JOZSEF LENNERT
ZSUZSANNA MAKAY
KVETOSLAVA MATLOVICOVA
ZSOLT MATE

CIPRIAN MOLDOVAN
J6ZSEF MOLNAR

CsiLLA MUcCSINE EGERHAZI
LiviaA MURINKO

GABOR NAGY

GYULA NAGY

ApAM NEMETH

PETER ORI

VIKTOR PAL

GABOR PALOCZI

ISTVAN ZOLTAN PASZTOR
JANOs PENZES

JANOS PINTER

PETER ROBERT

TamAs T. S1kOs

BaLAZS SzABO

LAURA SzABO
KATALIN SZENDE
JupIT SZEKELY
PETER SzZILASSI
SANDOR SzUcs
PATRIK TATRAI
tGuUszTAV THIRRING
TiBOR TINER

GABOR TOLNATI
GEzA ToTH

PAL PETER TO6TH
ANDRAS TROCSANYI
ANNAMARIA UzzoLl
+ARPAD E. VARGA
GABOR LAszLO VASARUS
ANDRAS WEBER

JERNEJ ZUPANCIC

Chief cartographers
Fanni Koczo6
ANIKO KOoVvAcs
GASPAR MEZEI

ZSOMBOR NEMERKENYI

Contributors to cartography
NORBERT AGARDI

Lajos BALINT

ZSOMBOR BARTOS-ELEKES
ZSOoLT BOTTLIK

GABOR DEMETER

RENATA SZABO

Technical staff
MARGIT LACZKO

ARPAD MAGYAR

© Geographical Institute, CSFK, www.nemzetiatlasz.hu, Budapest, 2021



	Károly Kocsis: Hungary at a Glance. In: National Atlas of Hungary – Society. CSFK Geographical Institute, Budapest, 2021. pp. 13-15.
	xNational Atlas of Hungary – Society. 2021 – Impressum

